
1900 to the Present: New German Historical
Perspectives
The 20th century was a time of great upheaval and change for Germany.
The country was torn apart by two world wars, and its political and social
landscape was transformed. In the years after World War II, Germany was
divided into two separate states, East Germany and West Germany. The
two states had very different political and economic systems, and they were
often at odds with each other.
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In 1990, East and West Germany were reunited. The reunification of
Germany was a major event, and it had a profound impact on the country.
In the years since reunification, Germany has undergone a process of
transformation. The country has become more democratic and more
prosperous, and it has taken on a more active role in international affairs.
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The history of Germany in the 20th century is a complex and fascinating
story. There are many different perspectives on this history, and there is no
single "correct" way to understand it. In this article, we will explore some of
the key events and developments in German history from 1900 to the
present. We will also discuss some of the different ways that historians
have interpreted this history.

The German Empire (1871-1918)

The German Empire was founded in 1871 after the Franco-Prussian War.
The empire was a powerful and prosperous state, and it played a major
role in European affairs. However, the empire was also plagued by internal
divisions. The empire was divided into a number of different states, each
with its own laws and traditions. This division made it difficult to govern the
empire, and it contributed to the empire's eventual collapse.

The German Empire came to an end in 1918 after World War I. The war
was a disaster for Germany. The country lost millions of lives, and its
economy was devastated. The war also led to the collapse of the German
Empire. The empire was replaced by the Weimar Republic, a new
democratic state.

The Weimar Republic (1919-1933)

The Weimar Republic was a democratic state, but it was also a very fragile
state. The republic was plagued by economic problems and political
instability. The republic was also threatened by the rise of the Nazi Party.
The Nazi Party was a right-wing party that promised to restore Germany to
its former glory. The Nazi Party gained popularity in the 1920s, and it won
the elections in 1933.



The Nazi Era (1933-1945)

The Nazi Party's rise to power marked the beginning of a dark period in
German history. The Nazis were a totalitarian regime, and they quickly
established a dictatorship. The Nazis persecuted political opponents,
religious minorities, and other groups. They also began to rearm Germany
in preparation for war.

In 1939, Germany invaded Poland, which started World War II. The war
was a disaster for Germany. The country lost millions of lives, and its cities
were destroyed. The war also led to the collapse of the Nazi regime. The
Nazis were defeated in 1945, and Germany was occupied by the Allies.

Post-World War II Germany

After World War II, Germany was divided into two separate states: East
Germany and West Germany. East Germany was a communist state, while
West Germany was a democratic state. The two states were often at odds
with each other, and they were often used as pawns in the Cold War.

In 1990, East and West Germany were reunited. The reunification of
Germany was a major event, and it had a profound impact on the country.
In the years since reunification, Germany has undergone a process of
transformation. The country has become more democratic and more
prosperous, and it has taken on a more active role in international affairs.

Historical Perspectives on 20th-Century Germany

There are many different perspectives on the history of Germany in the
20th century. Some historians focus on the political and military events of
the period, while others focus on the social and economic changes that
took place. There is no single "correct" way to understand this history, and



it is important to consider the different perspectives that historians have on
this period.

One of the most important things to consider when studying the history of
Germany in the 20th century is the role of war. War has played a major role
in German history, and it has had a profound impact on the country's
development. World War I and World War II were both major turning points
in German history. These wars led to the collapse of the German Empire
and the Nazi regime, and they had a devastating impact on the German
people.

Another important thing to consider when studying the history of Germany
in the 20th century is the role of ideology. Ideology has played a major role
in German history, and it has motivated many of the actions that Germans
have taken. The Nazi Party was a powerful ideological force, and it was
responsible for many of the atrocities that were committed during the
Holocaust.

The history of Germany in the 20th century is a complex and fascinating
story. There are many different perspectives on this history, and it is
important to consider the different factors that have shaped this history. By
understanding the history of Germany, we can better understand the
present and the future.

Further Reading

Kristin M. Hoganson, "The History of Germany in the 20th Century: A
Reader's Guide"

Dietrich Orlow, "Germany in the Twentieth Century: A Political History"



Jonathan Mommsen, "The Weimar Republic, 1918-1933"

Geoffrey Lewy, "The Nazis: 1919-1945"

Mary Fulbrook, "Postwar Germany: Politics, Society, and Culture"
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