
Cosmopolitanism, Consolidation Arguments,
and the Provision of Global Public Goods
Cosmopolitanism is a moral and political philosophy that emphasizes the
importance of global cooperation and the promotion of human rights and
well-being for all people, regardless of national or cultural boundaries.

One of the key arguments in favor of cosmopolitanism is the consolidation
argument, which holds that cooperation between states is necessary to
address global challenges and provide global public goods (GPGs). GPGs
are goods and services that benefit all or most people in the world, such as
peace, security, environmental protection, and access to knowledge and
culture.
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There are a number of reasons why states may be unable to provide GPGs
on their own. First, GPGs often require large-scale coordination and
cooperation between multiple states. For example, addressing climate
change requires cooperation between all major greenhouse gas emitters,
while promoting peace and security requires cooperation between all states
in a region or the world as a whole.

Second, GPGs may be underprovided by states acting alone because they
are non-excludable. This means that once a GPG is provided, it is difficult
or impossible to exclude people from benefiting from it, regardless of
whether or not they contributed to its provision. As a result, states may be
reluctant to invest in the provision of GPGs, knowing that they will not be
able to capture all of the benefits of their investment.

Third, GPGs may be underprovided by states acting alone because they
are non-rivalrous. This means that one person's consumption of a GPG
does not reduce the amount available to others. For example, the provision
of peace and security benefits all people in a region or the world as a
whole, regardless of whether or not they contribute to its provision. As a
result, states may be reluctant to invest in the provision of GPGs, knowing
that they will not be able to charge others for their use.

The consolidation argument holds that cooperation between states is
necessary to overcome these challenges and provide GPGs. By pooling
their resources and working together, states can achieve economies of
scale, reduce transaction costs, and overcome the problems of non-
excludability and non-rivalry. This cooperation can take a variety of forms,
including international agreements, treaties, and organizations.



There are a number of examples of how cooperation between states has
led to the provision of GPGs. For example, the United Nations has played a
key role in promoting peace and security, human rights, and economic
development around the world. The World Health Organization has played
a key role in eradicating smallpox and other diseases, and in promoting
access to healthcare for all people. The International Monetary Fund and
the World Bank have played a key role in promoting economic stability and
growth around the world.

The consolidation argument is a powerful argument in favor of
cosmopolitanism. It shows that cooperation between states is necessary to
address global challenges and provide GPGs. This cooperation can take a
variety of forms, and it has already led to a number of important
achievements. As the world faces new and increasingly complex
challenges, cooperation between states will be more important than ever
before.
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