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In the tapestry of American music, few regions have left an imprint as
distinct and enduring as the American South. Its fertile musical soil has
nurtured an eclectic blend of genres, from the soul-stirring blues to the foot-
tapping rockabilly, each with its own captivating story to tell.

In his captivating book, "Down Along With That Devil's Bones," Ethan
Mordden embarks on an immersive exploration of the South's musical
heritage, weaving a vivid narrative that brings to life the legends, lost souls,
and unforgettable characters who shaped this vibrant landscape.

Roots in the Blues
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Mordden begins his journey in the Mississippi Delta, the birthplace of the
blues. He paints a poignant picture of the region's deep-rooted sorrow and
struggle, which found expression in the raw and unvarnished melodies of
blues musicians.

From the haunting vocals of Robert Johnson to the mesmerizing guitar
work of Muddy Waters, Mordden introduces us to the iconic figures who
crafted this genre. He delves into the personal stories and influences that
shaped their music, revealing the complex and often tragic experiences
that fueled their artistry.

The Rise of Rockabilly

As the blues evolved, a new genre emerged in the fertile fields of the
South: rockabilly. Mordden traces its origins back to the fusion of blues,
country, and western swing, a blend that created a sound that was both
infectious and rebellious.

He chronicles the rise of legendary figures such as Elvis Presley, Carl
Perkins, and Johnny Cash, whose electrifying performances captivated
audiences and helped define the sound of rockabilly. Mordden vividly
captures the energy and excitement of this era, where music became a
catalyst for social change and cultural upheaval.

Beyond the Legends

While Mordden pays homage to the icons of Americana music, he also
shines a light on the lesser-known figures who played a pivotal role in
shaping its evolution. He introduces us to the unsung heroes, the local
musicians, and the behind-the-scenes players who contributed to the
region's rich musical legacy.



From the R&B stylings of Ruth Brown to the gospel-infused vocals of Sister
Rosetta Tharpe, Mordden weaves a comprehensive and inclusive narrative
that celebrates the diversity and depth of Southern music.

The Resonant Echoes

The influence of Southern music reverberates far beyond its regional
boundaries. Mordden explores how blues and rockabilly have influenced
countless musicians across genres, from rock and roll to hip-hop.

He traces the lineage of these musical roots through the decades,
highlighting the enduring impact of the South's musical heritage on the
American cultural landscape.

"Down Along With That Devil's Bones" is more than just a history of
Southern music; it is an immersive journey into the heart and soul of
Americana. Mordden's evocative prose and deep understanding of the
region's musical culture transport readers to the juke joints, honky-tonks,
and churches where these genres were born.

Whether you are a seasoned fan of Americana music or a curious
newcomer, this book promises an unforgettable exploration of its rich
history, captivating characters, and enduring influence. Mordden's masterful
storytelling and passion for his subject matter make "Down Along With That
Devil's Bones" an essential read for anyone who wants to truly appreciate
the profound impact of Southern music on the American musical psyche.
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