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At the crossroads of the Mississippi Delta, where the blues and the church
once intertwined, a unique musical and spiritual expression was born: Glory
In The Blues.

This musical journey, led by renowned guitarist and singer-songwriter
Cedric Burnside, delves into the history, influences, and personal
experiences that have shaped this captivating fusion of traditional blues
music and Christian spirituality.

The Blues and the Church: A Shared History

The blues, a genre rooted in the experiences of African Americans in the
South, has long been a powerful expression of both pain and resilience. lts
soulful melodies and poignant lyrics have resonated with generations of
listeners, offering solace and a sense of community.
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Similarly, the church has played a central role in African American life,
providing a spiritual refuge and a source of hope. Many blues musicians,
including Robert Johnson, Muddy Waters, and B.B. King, have drawn
inspiration from their experiences in the church, incorporating gospel
elements into their own music.

Cedric Burnside: A Bridge Between Two Worlds

Cedric Burnside, the grandson of legendary blues musician R.L. Burnside,
grew up in a musical household. From an early age, he was exposed to
both the blues and the church, and his music reflects this diverse
background.

Burnside's guitar playing is steeped in the traditional blues style, with a raw
and emotional intensity. However, his lyrics often explore themes of faith,
hope, and redemption, bringing a spiritual dimension to his music.

The Glory In The Blues Project

In 2015, Burnside launched the Glory In The Blues project, a collaboration
with Grammy-winning producer Dr. Mark Schubb, that aimed to capture the
essence of this unique musical genre.

The project brought together a diverse group of musicians, including blues
legends like Bobby Rush and Keb' Mo', as well as gospel singers and
instrumentalists. Together, they created a collection of songs that
celebrates the intersection of the blues and the church.

"Feels Like Home"

One of the standout tracks on the Glory In The Blues album is "Feels Like
Home." This beautiful and moving song expresses the longing for a place



of peace and belonging, both in this life and in the hereafter.

Burnside's soulful vocals and the soaring harmonies of the backing singers
create a powerful and uplifting anthem that speaks to the universal human
desire for connection and meaning.

The Blues As a Spiritual Practice

For Burnside, the blues is not just a musical genre but also a spiritual
practice. He sees the blues as a way to express his emotions, connect with
his ancestors, and find solace in times of trouble.

In his concerts and workshops, Burnside often shares his personal
experiences of using the blues as a tool for healing and transformation. He
believes that the blues can help people to face their pain, find their voice,
and discover the power of their own spirituality.

The Future of Glory In The Blues

The Glory In The Blues movement is still in its early stages, but it has the
potential to make a significant impact on both the music industry and the
broader spiritual landscape.

As more people discover the beauty and power of this unique musical
expression, it is likely to continue to grow and evolve, inspiring new
generations of musicians and listeners to explore the intersection of music
and spirituality.

In the words of Cedric Burnside, "The blues is a river that flows through all
of us. It's a river of pain, but it's also a river of hope. And when you find the



glory in the blues, it can lead you to a place of healing, redemption, and

joy.ll

Glory In The Blues is a testament to the power of music to transcend
boundaries and bridge the gap between different cultures and spiritual
traditions. It is a celebration of the human experience, in all its complexity
and beauty.

As we continue to navigate the challenges of the modern world, the music
and message of Glory In The Blues can serve as a beacon of hope and
inspiration, reminding us of the enduring power of music to heal, unite, and
uplift.

Listen to Glory In The Blues

To experience the transformative power of Glory In The Blues for yourself,
check out the official video for "Feels Like Home" below:

You can also listen to the full Glory In The Blues album on your favorite
streaming platform.
Sources

= Glory In The Blues website

= NPR: Cedric Burnside And Dr. Mark Schubb's 'Glory In The Blues'



= Rolling Stone: Cedric Burnside's Blues-Gospel Project Is a Triumphant
Celebration

= The New York Times: Cedric Burnside's 'Glory in the Blues' Review
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