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Gotta Rock Cowboy Mach Bell was one of the most iconic drag racers of all

time. His flamboyant style and aggressive driving made him a fan favorite,
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and his success on the track cemented his place in drag racing history.

Bell was born in 1944 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. He grew up in a racing
family, and he began racing go-karts at the age of 12. He quickly moved up
to drag racing, and he won his first NHRA national event in 1966.

Bell was a pioneer in the sport of drag racing. He was one of the first
drivers to use a Funny Car, and he was also one of the first to use a Top
Fuel dragster. He was also one of the first drivers to use a parachute to
slow down his car after a run.

Bell's success on the track was undeniable. He won multiple NHRA
national championships, and he set several world records. He was also one
of the first drag racers to earn more than $1 million in winnings.

Off the track, Bell was known for his flamboyant personality and his love of
showmanship. He often wore cowboy hats and boots, and he would often
perform stunts and tricks for the crowd. He was also a gifted promoter, and
he helped to bring drag racing to a new level of popularity.

Bell's career was cut short in 1980 when he was killed in a racing accident.
He was 36 years old. He was inducted into the Motorsports Hall of Fame of
America in 1990.

Bell's legacy continues to live on in the sport of drag racing. He is
remembered as one of the greatest drivers of all time, and his flamboyant
style and aggressive driving made him a fan favorite. He helped to bring
drag racing to a new level of popularity, and he inspired a generation of
drivers.



Early Life and Career

Gotta Rock Cowboy Mach Bell was born on October 29, 1944, in
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. His father, Jack Bell, was a construction worker,
and his mother, Lorene Bell, was a homemaker. Bell had three older sisters
and one younger brother.

Bell's family was poor, and they lived in a small house in the Oklahoma City
suburb of Midwest City. Bell began racing go-karts at the age of 12, and he
quickly moved up to drag racing. He won his first NHRA national event in
1966, and he went on to win multiple NHRA national championships and
set several world records.

Bell's Racing Style

Bell was known for his aggressive driving style. He was always pushing the
limits of his car, and he was not afraid to take risks. Bell was also a gifted
mechanic, and he was able to get the most out of his cars.

Bell's driving style was not without its risks. He was involved in several
serious accidents, and he was nearly killed in a crash in 1978. However,
Bell never lost his love of racing, and he continued to push the limits until
his death in 1980.

Bell's Legacy

Bell's legacy continues to live on in the sport of drag racing. He is
remembered as one of the greatest drivers of all time, and his flamboyant
style and aggressive driving made him a fan favorite. He helped to bring
drag racing to a new level of popularity, and he inspired a generation of
drivers.



Bell was inducted into the Motorsports Hall of Fame of America in 1990. He
is also the subject of a book, "Gotta Rock: The Story of Cowboy Mach
Bell," by author Rick Voegelin.

Bell's life and career are a testament to the power of determination and
perseverance. He overcame poverty and adversity to become one of the
most successful drag racers of all time. Bell's legacy will continue to inspire
generations of drag racers for years to come.
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