Kids In Cages

Kids In Cages: The Shameful Reality of America's Border Policy

The appalling treatment of migrant children detained at the US-Mexico
border has sparked international outrage and condemnation. In a blatant
violation of human rights and basic decency, thousands of children have
been subjected to inhumane conditions, mistreatment, and prolonged
detention.

A History of Abuse

The practice of holding children in cages dates back to the Trump
administration's "zero tolerance" policy, which implemented a cruel and
inhumane separation of families at the border. Under this policy, over 5,000
children were forcibly separated from their parents and placed in
overcrowded and unsanitary detention centers.
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The current administration has continued this shameful practice, despite
the public outcry and numerous reports of abuse and neglect. In 2021, a
federal investigation revealed that children were being held in cages for
extended periods, denied basic necessities like food, water, and sleep, and
subjected to verbal and physical abuse.

Conditions In The Cages

The cages, which are often repurposed from livestock pens, are cramped
and overcrowded, with up to 50 children crammed into a single space. The
cages lack proper ventilation and temperature control, making them
extremely uncomfortable and unhealthy. Children have reported
experiencing respiratory problems, skin rashes, and other health issues
due to the unsanitary conditions.

Basic necessities, such as beds and blankets, are often scarce, forcing
children to sleep on the cold, concrete floors. The food and water provided
are often inadequate and of poor quality, leading to malnutrition and
dehydration.

Psychological Trauma

Beyond the physical suffering, the prolonged detention and separation from
their families have severe and lasting psychological consequences for
children. Many children have reported symptoms of anxiety, depression,
and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). The emotional scars of their
experiences will likely haunt them for years to come.

International Condemnation



The treatment of migrant children at the US-Mexico border has been widely
condemned by human rights organizations, international bodies, and
governments around the world. The United Nations, the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights, and the European Union have all
expressed their outrage and called for an end to this inhumane practice.

A National Disgrace

The United States, as a nation that prides itself on its values of freedom
and human rights, should be ashamed of its treatment of migrant children
at the border. It is a gross violation of our own laws and international
conventions. The detention of children in cages is not only cruel and
inhumane but also a stain on our collective conscience.

Solutions And Recommendations

To address this national disgrace, the following solutions and
recommendations are essential:

= End the practice of detaining children in cages and reunite separated
families.

= Provide adequate and humane shelters with access to basic
necessities, healthcare, and education for migrant children.

= Implement family reunification programs and prioritize the well-being
and safety of children.

= Address the root causes of migration by providing humanitarian aid to
countries of origin and promoting economic development.



= Strengthen the refugee resettlement program and provide asylum to
those fleeing persecution.

A Call To Action

It is the responsibility of all Americans to speak out against this injustice
and demand an end to the inhumane treatment of migrant children at the
US-Mexico border. We must hold our leaders accountable and work
together to create a more just and compassionate society.

Let us end the shame and restore our nation's moral compass by
ensuring that all children, regardless of their immigration status, are
treated with dignity and respect.
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