Learn The Intervals On The Fretboard: A
Comprehensive Guide for Guitarists

Intervals are the building blocks of music. They are the distance between
two notes, and they can be used to create melodies, harmonies, and
chords. Knowing the intervals on the fretboard is essential for any guitarist
who wants to improve their playing.

In this guide, we will cover everything you need to know about intervals on
the fretboard, including:
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« What are intervals?
= The different types of intervals
« How to find intervals on the fretboard

= How to use intervals to create melodies, harmonies, and chords

What Are Intervals?

An interval is the distance between two notes. It can be measured in half
steps or whole steps. A half step is the distance between two adjacent frets
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on the guitar. A whole step is the distance between two frets that are
separated by one fret.

Intervals can be classified into two types: melodic and harmonic. Melodic
intervals are created when two notes are played one after the other.
Harmonic intervals are created when two notes are played simultaneously.

The Different Types of Intervals

There are twelve different types of intervals. They are:

= Unison

= Minor second
= Major second
= Minor third

= Major third

= Perfect fourth
= Augmented fourth
= Perfect fifth

= Minor sixth

=  Major sixth

= Minor seventh
= Major seventh

= QOctave



Intervals are often referred to by their Roman numeral abbreviation. For
example, a unison is abbreviated as "P1", a minor second is abbreviated as
"m2", and a major third is abbreviated as "M3".

How to Find Intervals on the Fretboard

There are two ways to find intervals on the fretboard:

1. By using the semitone method. This method involves counting the
number of half steps between the two notes. For example, to find the
interval between the notes C and D, you would count the number of
half steps between them. There are two half steps between C and C#,
and two half steps between C# and D. Therefore, the interval between
C and D is a major second (M2).

2. By using the fretboard formula. This method involves using a
formula to calculate the interval between two notes. The formula is as
follows:

Interval = (Fret of higher note) - (Fret of lower note)

For example, to find the interval between the notes C and D, you would use
the following formula:

Interval = (3) - (1) =2
Therefore, the interval between C and D is a major second (M2).

How to Use Intervals to Create Melodies, Harmonies, and Chords

Intervals can be used to create melodies, harmonies, and chords. Melodies
are created by playing a series of notes with different intervals. Harmonies



are created by playing two or more notes with different intervals
simultaneously. Chords are created by playing three or more notes with
different intervals simultaneously.

The different types of intervals can be used to create different moods and
emotions. For example, major thirds are often used to create a happy and
uplifting sound. Minor thirds are often used to create a sad and melancholic
sound.

Intervals are a powerful tool that can be used to create beautiful and
expressive music. By understanding the different types of intervals and how
to find them on the fretboard, you can open up a whole new world of
musical possibilities.

Learning the intervals on the fretboard is an essential skill for any guitarist.
By understanding the different types of intervals and how to find them, you
can open up a whole new world of musical possibilities. With a little
practice, you will be able to use intervals to create beautiful and expressive
melodies, harmonies, and chords.
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