Libertarian Political Violence and the Origins
of the Militia Movement

The militia movement is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon with a
long and storied history in the United States. While the movement is often
associated with the far right, its roots can be traced back to a diverse array
of political ideologies, including libertarianism. This article will explore the
relationship between libertarian political violence and the origins of the
militia movement.
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Libertarianism and the Militia Movement

Libertarianism is a political philosophy that advocates for individual liberty
and minimal government intervention in the economy and social life.
Libertarians believe that individuals should be free to make their own
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choices, without government interference, and that the role of government
should be limited to protecting individual rights.

While libertarianism is generally a peaceful philosophy, there is a small but
vocal minority of libertarians who believe that violence is sometimes
necessary to protect individual rights. These libertarians argue that the
government has a monopoly on violence and that it often uses this
monopoly to suppress individual liberty. They believe that private citizens
have the right to bear arms and to use them to defend themselves against
government tyranny.

This belief in the right to self-defense is one of the core tenets of the militia
movement. Militia members believe that the government is a threat to
individual liberty and that they have a duty to protect themselves and their
communities from government oppression.

The Origins of the Militia Movement

The militia movement has its roots in the early days of the United States.
The first militias were formed by colonists who wanted to protect
themselves from British tyranny. After the American Revolution, militias
continued to play an important role in American society. They were used to
suppress slave revolts, to put down labor strikes, and to defend the country
from foreign invasion.

In the late 20th century, the militia movement began to take on a more
overtly political character. This was due in part to the rise of the libertarian
movement and the growing distrust of government among many
Americans. Militia members began to see themselves as the last line of
defense against government tyranny.



The militia movement gained national attention in the 1990s, when a
number of militia groups were involved in confrontations with law
enforcement. These confrontations included the Ruby Ridge standoff in
1992 and the Waco siege in 1993. These events helped to raise the profile
of the militia movement and to attract new members.

Libertarian Political Violence and the Militia Movement

While the militia movement is a diverse group with a variety of ideologies,
libertarianism has played a significant role in its development. Libertarian
beliefs about the right to self-defense and the limited role of government
have resonated with many militia members.

However, it is important to note that not all libertarians support the militia
movement. Many libertarians believe that the movement is
counterproductive and that it alienates potential allies. They argue that the
militia movement's focus on violence and confrontation is harmful to the
cause of individual liberty.

Despite the opposition of some libertarians, the militia movement continues
to draw inspiration from libertarian political philosophy. The movement's
belief in the right to self-defense and the limited role of government are
core libertarian principles.

The militia movement is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon with a
long and storied history in the United States. While the movement is often
associated with the far right, its roots can be traced back to a diverse array
of political ideologies, including libertarianism. Libertarian beliefs about the
right to self-defense and the limited role of government have resonated with
many militia members. However, it is important to note that not all



libertarians support the militia movement. Many libertarians believe that the
movement is counterproductive and that it alienates potential allies.
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