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A Rivalry Steeped in History and Tradition

In the heart of the American South, where college football reigns supreme,
the rivalry between the University of Alabama Crimson Tide and the Auburn
University Tigers stands as a cultural phenomenon that transcends the
gridiron. This fierce feud has captivated the hearts of fans for generations,
its intensity unmatched by any other rivalry in college sports.

The roots of this animosity can be traced back to the late 19th century,
when the two schools were known as Alabama Polytechnic Institute (now
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Auburn University) and the University of Alabama. The first football game
between the two teams was played in 1893, and the rivalry has continued

unabated ever since.
The Iron Bowl: A Rivalry Within a Rivalry

The pinnacle of the Alabama-Auburn rivalry is the annual Iron Bowl, played
on the Saturday after Thanksgiving. This game is not just a football game
but a cultural event that brings the entire state of Alabama to a standstill.

The Iron Bowl has produced some of the most memorable moments in
college football history. In 1972, Alabama coach Bear Bryant famously
guaranteed a win over Auburn, and the Crimson Tide delivered with a 17-
16 victory. In 2013, Auburn quarterback Nick Marshall led the Tigers to a
dramatic 34-28 victory on a last-second touchdown pass, a play that is still
remembered as one of the greatest in Iron Bowl history.

Fan Passion: Unmatched in College Sports

The Alabama-Auburn rivalry is fueled by an unmatched level of fan
passion. Fans of both teams are known for their unwavering support, and
the intensity of the rivalry is evident in every aspect of the gameday
experience.

From the pregame tailgating to the postgame celebrations, the atmosphere
at Alabama-Auburn games is electric. Fans of both teams pack the
stadiums, dressed in their team colors and chanting their hearts out. The
passion and excitement that surrounds this rivalry is truly unmatched in
college sports.

Cultural Significance: Beyond the Gridiron



The Alabama-Auburn rivalry is more than just a football game; it is a part of
the cultural fabric of the South. The rivalry has its own unique traditions,
language, and even music.

For example, Alabama fans are known for their "Roll Tide" chant, while
Auburn fans respond with "War Eagle." The rivalry has also inspired
numerous songs, including "Sweet Home Alabama" by Lynyrd Skynyrd and
"Rammer Jammer Yellow Hammer" by the Auburn University Marching
Band.

The Alabama-Auburn rivalry is a defining part of the Southern experience. It
brings people together, creates memories, and shapes the lives of fans for
generations.

A Timeless Rivalry

The Alabama-Auburn rivalry is a timeless classic that continues to captivate
fans year after year. It is a rivalry that is steeped in history, tradition, and
passion. It is a rivalry that defines the South and brings people together.

Whether you are a fan of Alabama or Auburn, or simply an admirer of great
sports rivalries, the Alabama-Auburn rivalry is one that you will never forget.

Iconic Images of the Alabama-Auburn Rivalry
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Auburn fans celebrate a victory over Alabama
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Bear Bryant and Nick Saban shaking hands after an Iron Bowl game
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