
Red Mass 2023: Honoring Archbishop Daniel
Moler and the Catholic Legal Tradition
The Red Mass is an annual Catholic tradition that celebrates the start of the
legal year and honors the contributions of the Catholic community to the
legal profession. This year's Red Mass will be held on Thursday,
September 28, 2023, at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The Mass will be celebrated by Archbishop Daniel
Moler, who has served as the Archbishop of Milwaukee since 2007.

The Red Mass is a solemn and beautiful liturgy that includes readings from
Scripture, prayers for the legal profession, and a homily by the Archbishop.
The Mass is also an opportunity for members of the legal community to
come together and reflect on their shared values and commitment to
justice.
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Archbishop Moler is a strong supporter of the Catholic legal tradition and
has been an active voice for justice and the common good. He has spoken
out on a wide range of issues, including the importance of religious
freedom, the rights of the poor and marginalized, and the need for peace
and reconciliation.

The Red Mass is a fitting tribute to Archbishop Moler and his many
contributions to the legal profession. It is also an opportunity for the
Catholic community to come together and celebrate the rich tradition of
Catholic legal scholarship and activism.

The History of the Red Mass

The Red Mass has its origins in medieval Europe. The first Red Mass was
celebrated in Paris in 1245, and it quickly spread to other parts of Europe.
The Mass was originally celebrated on the feast day of St. Ivo, the patron
saint of lawyers. Over time, the Red Mass became associated with the start
of the legal year, and it is now celebrated in many countries around the
world.

The Red Mass gets its name from the color of the vestments worn by the
clergy. Red is the color of the Holy Spirit, and it symbolizes the fire of
justice and the blood of Christ. The Red Mass is a reminder that the legal
profession is a sacred calling and that lawyers are called to serve justice
and the common good.

The Catholic Legal Tradition

The Catholic legal tradition is a rich and diverse tradition that has shaped
the development of law and legal thought for centuries. Catholic legal



scholars and activists have made significant contributions to the fields of
human rights, social justice, and peacemaking.

The Catholic legal tradition is based on the belief that all human beings are
created equal and that they have inherent dignity. This belief has led to the
development of a number of important legal principles, including the right to
life, the right to liberty, and the right to property. The Catholic legal tradition
also emphasizes the importance of justice and the common good. This has
led to the development of a number of social justice movements, including
the movement for civil rights and the movement for economic justice.

The Catholic legal tradition is a living tradition that continues to evolve and
adapt to the changing needs of society. It is a tradition that is based on faith
and reason, and it is a tradition that is committed to justice and the
common good.

The Red Mass in Milwaukee

The Red Mass has been celebrated in Milwaukee for over 100 years. The
first Red Mass in Milwaukee was celebrated in 1903 at the Cathedral of St.
John the Evangelist. The Mass was originally organized by the Milwaukee
Catholic Lawyers' Guild, and it has been celebrated annually ever since.

The Red Mass in Milwaukee is a major event in the legal community. It is
attended by judges, lawyers, law professors, and other members of the
legal profession. The Mass is also open to the public, and it is a popular
event for Catholics and non-Catholics alike.

The Red Mass in Milwaukee is a celebration of the Catholic legal tradition
and a tribute to the many Catholic lawyers who have served the community



with distinction. It is also an opportunity for the legal community to come
together and reflect on their shared values and commitment to justice.

The Red Mass is a beautiful and meaningful tradition that celebrates the
Catholic legal tradition and the contributions of the Catholic community to
the legal profession. The Red Mass is also an opportunity for the legal
community to come together and reflect on their shared values and
commitment to justice. The Red Mass in Milwaukee is a major event in the
legal community, and it is a testament to the strong Catholic legal tradition
in the city.
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