
The Broadway Song Companion: An
Indispensable Guide to the World's Greatest
Musicals

The Great White Way has captivated audiences for centuries with its
vibrant productions, unforgettable melodies, and groundbreaking
choreography. For those seeking a deeper understanding of the art form,
"The Broadway Song Companion" by Steven Suskin and Andrew Citron is
the definitive guide to the world's greatest musicals. With meticulous detail
and passionate insights, this comprehensive compendium explores the rich
tapestry of Broadway's legendary songs, offering a treasure trove of
knowledge for enthusiasts and scholars alike.
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Origins and Evolution

Theatrical songs have been an integral part of Broadway since its inception
in the mid-1800s. Initially, these songs were often adaptations of popular
ballads or opera arias. However, with the advent of the "American Musical
Comedy," songs began to play a more central role in the storytelling
process. Composers such as Jerome Kern, George Gershwin, and Irving
Berlin created enduring melodies that captured the mood and emotions of
the characters.

As the 20th century progressed, Broadway musicals evolved into
increasingly sophisticated works, with songs that showcased complex
harmonies, rhythmic innovations, and thought-provoking lyrics. Composers
like Stephen Sondheim and Andrew Lloyd Webber pushed the boundaries
of musical theater, creating iconic songs that became cultural touchstones.

The Songbook
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"The Broadway Song Companion" features over 1,500 songs from more
than 500 Broadway musicals, each meticulously analyzed and annotated
by Suskin and Citron. The entries include detailed information on the
composer, lyricist, and context of each song, as well as insightful
commentary on its musical and lyrical qualities.

The book is divided into chronological sections, allowing readers to trace
the evolution of Broadway songwriting techniques over time. From the early
operettas of Victor Herbert to the contemporary works of Lin-Manuel
Miranda, "The Broadway Song Companion" provides a comprehensive
overview of the art form's rich history.

Behind the Scenes

In addition to analyzing the songs themselves, "The Broadway Song
Companion" also delves into the creative process behind them. The
authors interview composers, lyricists, and performers, providing firsthand
accounts of the inspiration, collaboration, and execution that brought these
iconic songs to life.

Readers will gain insights into the challenges and triumphs of writing and
performing Broadway songs, as well as the impact they have had on
popular culture and society.

Pedagogical Value

"The Broadway Song Companion" is not only an invaluable resource for
casual enthusiasts but also a valuable tool for educators and students of
musical theater. The detailed analysis and extensive annotations make it
an essential text for understanding the structure, harmony, and lyrical
devices used in Broadway songwriting.



The chronological organization and detailed entries allow for a
comprehensive study of the evolution of musical theater styles, while the
biographical information on composers and lyricists provides a solid
foundation for historical research.

Cultural Legacy

The songs of Broadway have transcended the theater stage, becoming an
integral part of American popular culture. They have been recorded by
countless artists, featured in films and television shows, and inspired
countless generations of musicians and performers.

"The Broadway Song Companion" celebrates this legacy by providing a
comprehensive repository of musical theater's greatest hits. Its
comprehensive analysis and insightful commentary ensure that these
beloved songs will continue to be enjoyed and appreciated for years to
come.

"The Broadway Song Companion" by Steven Suskin and Andrew Citron is
an indispensable guide to the world's greatest musicals. With its detailed
analysis, insightful commentary, and comprehensive songbook, this volume
provides an unmatched resource for enthusiasts, scholars, and anyone
seeking a deeper understanding of the art form.

Whether you are a casual lover of Broadway or a seasoned professional,
"The Broadway Song Companion" will enrich your appreciation for the
timeless melodies, poignant lyrics, and enduring legacy of the Great White
Way.
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The medical field is constantly evolving, demanding healthcare
professionals to possess not only theoretical knowledge but also a high...

Fully Updated and Revised: A Comprehensive
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Welcome to our comprehensive guide to the latest updates and revisions
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stay...
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