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The Case of Contemporary Spain: Routledge Frontiers of Political
Economy is a groundbreaking work that offers a comprehensive analysis of
the political economy of Spain in the contemporary era. Drawing upon a
wealth of qualitative and quantitative research, the book provides a detailed
examination of the country's economic crisis, social movements, labor
market, welfare state, and relationship with the European Union.
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Theoretical Underpinnings

The book is anchored in a sophisticated theoretical framework that draws
on a variety of disciplines, including political economy, sociology, and
history. The authors argue that Spain's political economy can be
understood as a product of its unique historical trajectory, characterized by
periods of authoritarianism, economic instability, and social unrest. They
also emphasize the importance of international factors, such as the
country's membership in the European Union, in shaping its economic and
political development.

Key Concepts

The book explores a range of key concepts that are central to
understanding the political economy of Spain. These include:

Economic crisis: The 2008 financial crisis had a profound impact on
Spain, leading to widespread unemployment, austerity measures, and
social unrest. The book examines the causes and consequences of
the crisis, and its implications for the country's long-term economic
development.

Social movements: The book analyzes the role of social movements
in shaping Spain's political and economic landscape. It examines the
emergence of new social movements, such as the 15-M movement,
and their impact on the country's political system.

Labor market: The book provides a detailed analysis of the Spanish
labor market, which is characterized by high levels of unemployment
and precarious employment. It examines the factors that have
contributed to these trends, and their implications for workers and the
economy as a whole.



Welfare state: The book explores the evolution of the Spanish welfare
state, which has undergone significant changes in recent decades. It
examines the challenges facing the welfare state in the context of
economic crisis and austerity measures.

European Union: The book examines Spain's relationship with the
European Union, which has had a profound impact on its economic
and political development. It analyzes the benefits and challenges of
EU membership, and its implications for the country's sovereignty and
autonomy.

Empirical Findings

The book presents a wealth of empirical data to support its theoretical
claims. The authors draw on a variety of sources, including government
statistics, survey data, and qualitative interviews. Their findings provide a
nuanced understanding of the key challenges facing Spain's political
economy, and the potential solutions to these challenges.

The Case of Contemporary Spain: Routledge Frontiers of Political
Economy is an essential reading for anyone interested in understanding the
political economy of Spain in the contemporary era. The book provides a
comprehensive analysis of the key challenges facing the country, and its
implications for the future of Spanish society and economy.
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