
The Lightkeepers Menagerie: Stories of
Animals at Lighthouses
For centuries, lighthouses have stood as beacons of hope and safety for
seafarers. They have also been home to a menagerie of animals, from cats
and dogs to goats and sheep. These animals have played a vital role in the
lives of lighthouse keepers, providing companionship, comfort, and even
protection.
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In this article, we will explore the fascinating stories of some of the most
famous lighthouse animals.

Cats

Cats have long been a fixture at lighthouses. They are known for their
ability to keep rodents away, which can be a major problem on isolated
islands. Cats also provide companionship and comfort to lighthouse
keepers, who can often be isolated for long periods of time.
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One of the most famous lighthouse cats was a tabby named Whiskers.
Whiskers lived at the St. Augustine Lighthouse in Florida for over 20 years.
He was known for his friendly personality and his love of playing with
visitors.

Dogs
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Dogs have also been popular companions at lighthouses. They are often
used to protect the lighthouse and its keeper from intruders. Dogs can also
be used to herd animals, such as sheep and goats, which were often kept
at lighthouses to provide food and milk.

One of the most famous lighthouse dogs was a golden retriever named
Sandy. Sandy lived at the Point Reyes Lighthouse in California for over 10
years. He was known for his loyalty and his love of swimming.

Goats

Goats have been kept at lighthouses for centuries. They are known for their
ability to eat almost anything, which makes them ideal for isolated
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locations. Goats can also provide milk and meat, which can be a valuable
source of food for lighthouse keepers.

One of the most famous lighthouse goats was a billy goat named Billy. Billy
lived at the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse in North Carolina for over 10 years.
He was known for his stubbornness and his love of headbutting visitors.

Sheep
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Sheep have also been kept at lighthouses for centuries. They are known
for their ability to graze on rough terrain, which makes them ideal for
isolated locations. Sheep can also provide wool, which can be used to
make clothing and blankets.

One of the most famous lighthouse sheep was a ewe named Dolly. Dolly
lived at the South Stack Lighthouse in Wales for over 10 years. She was
known for her gentle nature and her love of posing for photographs.

The animals that have lived at lighthouses over the centuries have played a
vital role in the lives of lighthouse keepers. They have provided
companionship, comfort, and even protection. These animals have also
helped to make lighthouses more than just beacons of hope and safety.
They have helped to make them homes.
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