
The Wells Brothers: The Young Cattle Kings of
Texas
The Wells Brothers were a group of young cattlemen who played a major
role in the development of the Texas cattle industry. They were known for
their innovative ranching techniques and their ability to drive large herds of
cattle across the Great Plains. This article tells the story of the Wells
Brothers and their impact on the American West.

Early Life

The Wells Brothers were born in Tennessee in the 1840s. They were the
sons of a wealthy planter, and they grew up in a comfortable home.
However, the Civil War disrupted their lives, and they were forced to leave
Tennessee in 1864. The brothers moved to Texas, where they hoped to
start a new life.
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The Cattle Industry

In Texas, the Wells Brothers quickly became involved in the cattle industry.
They started out as cowboys, but they soon realized that there was more
money to be made in ranching. The brothers bought a large ranch in South
Texas, and they began to raise their own cattle. They were successful
ranchers, and they soon became known for their innovative techniques.

One of the most important innovations of the Wells Brothers was their use
of the "long drive." The long drive was a method of transporting cattle from
Texas to markets in the North. The brothers would gather a herd of cattle
and drive them hundreds of miles to Kansas or Nebraska. The long drive
was a dangerous journey, but it was also a very profitable one. The
brothers were able to sell their cattle for a much higher price in the North
than they could in Texas.

The Cattle Kings

The Wells Brothers quickly became known as the "Cattle Kings of Texas."
They were some of the most successful ranchers in the state, and they
played a major role in the development of the Texas cattle industry. The
brothers were also known for their generosity and their willingness to help
others. They often donated money to schools and churches, and they
helped to build roads and bridges.

The Legacy of the Wells Brothers

The Wells Brothers left a lasting legacy on the American West. They were
pioneers of the cattle industry, and they helped to shape the development
of the region. The brothers were also generous and compassionate men,
and they made a positive impact on the lives of many people. The Wells



Brothers are remembered as some of the most important figures in the
history of Texas.
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