
They Called Them Greasers: A
Comprehensive Examination of the History,
Culture, and Legacy of a misunderstood
Subculture
The term "greaser" has been used to describe a specific subculture that
emerged in the United States during the post-World War II era. This
subculture was primarily associated with working-class teenagers of
Mexican-American descent who resided in urban areas. "They Called
Them Greasers" is a comprehensive exploration of the history, culture, and
legacy of this misunderstood subculture. This article aims to shed light on
the complexities of greaser culture, debunk common misconceptions, and
appreciate its enduring influence on American society.
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The greaser subculture emerged in the late 1940s and early 1950s, against
the backdrop of post-war economic and social upheaval. Many Mexican-
American teenagers found themselves navigating the challenges of
assimilation into a predominantly white society while simultaneously
grappling with the realities of poverty and discrimination. The greaser
subculture provided a sense of belonging and identity, allowing these
teenagers to express their cultural heritage and resist assimilationist
pressures.

Cultural Characteristics

Greaser culture was characterized by a distinct set of cultural practices and
norms. Members of the subculture often adopted a rebellious and anti-
establishment stance, challenging societal expectations and norms. They
expressed themselves through music, fashion, and language.

Music: Music played a central role in greaser culture, with rhythm and blues
(R&B) and rock 'n' roll serving as preferred genres. Artists such as Ritchie
Valens, Buddy Holly, and Fats Domino were highly influential, and their
music often reflected the experiences and struggles of Mexican-American
youth.

Fashion: Greasers had a distinctive fashion sense that set them apart from
other youth subcultures. They typically wore slicked-back hairstyles, often
using pomade to achieve the iconic "ducktail" or "greaser" look. Leather
jackets and jeans were common wardrobe staples, along with white T-shirts
and Converse sneakers.

Language: Greasers developed their own unique slang, known as "caló,"
which was a mixture of Spanish and English. This language served as a



way to communicate within the subculture and to express their shared
experiences and perspectives.

Social Stereotypes and Discrimination

Despite their rich culture and contributions to American society, greasers
faced significant social stereotypes and discrimination. They were often
portrayed in the media as juvenile delinquents, gang members, and
troublemakers. This negative portrayal contributed to a widespread
misunderstanding of greaser culture and its members.

Furthermore, greasers faced discrimination in various aspects of life,
including education, employment, and housing. They were often denied
educational opportunities and job prospects, and they faced prejudice and
bias in their daily lives.

Legacy and Influence

Despite the challenges they faced, the greaser subculture has left a lasting
mark on American society. Their music, fashion, and language have
influenced generations of artists, musicians, and youth cultures.

Music: The music of greasers, particularly R&B and rock 'n' roll, has had a
profound impact on popular music. It laid the foundation for genres such as
Chicano rock, surf rock, and punk rock.

Fashion: The greaser fashion aesthetic continues to inspire designers and
fashion enthusiasts. The slicked-back hairstyles, leather jackets, and jeans
remain popular fashion choices, and they are often referenced in
contemporary fashion trends.



Language: The slang and language used by greasers have become part of
American vernacular. Words such as "vato," "vato loco," and "jefe" are now
widely recognized and used in popular culture.

"They Called Them Greasers" provides a comprehensive examination of
the history, culture, and legacy of the greaser subculture. It challenges
common misconceptions, highlights the complexities of greaser culture,
and underscores its enduring influence on American society. By
understanding the greaser subculture, we can gain a deeper appreciation
for the diverse tapestry of American history and culture, and work to
combat the stereotypes and discrimination that have plagued this
misunderstood group.
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