Will Africa Feed China? Deborah Brautigam's
New Book Explores the Complexities of
China-Africa Food Security Cooperation

In her new book, "Will Africa Feed China?," Deborah Brautigam delves into
the complex and evolving relationship between China and Africa in the
realm of food security. The book examines the history,¥{IX, and prospects
of China's involvement in Africa's agricultural sector, offering valuable
insights into the challenges and opportunities presented by this partnership.
As China's demand for food continues to grow, the question of whether
Africa can become a major supplier has significant implications for both
continents.

Historical Context

China's engagement in Africa's agricultural sector dates back to the early
days of the People's Republic. In the 1950s and 1960s, China provided
agricultural assistance to newly independent African nations as part of its
foreign policy of supporting developing countries. This assistance included
sending agricultural experts to Africa, providing training for African farmers,
and establishing agricultural research centers.
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In the 1970s and 1980s, China's involvement in Africa declined as the
country focused on its own economic development. However, in the early
2000s, China's interest in Africa reemerged as part of its "Go Global"
strategy. This strategy encouraged Chinese companies to invest in natural
resources and other sectors in Africa, including agriculture.

Present Situation

Today, China is a major player in Africa's agricultural sector. Chinese
companies have invested billions of dollars in land, infrastructure, and
agricultural processing facilities across the continent. China is also a major
importer of African agricultural products, such as soybeans, corn, and
cotton.

The growing Chinese demand for food has created both opportunities and
challenges for Africa. On the one hand, it has led to increased investment
and development in Africa's agricultural sector. On the other hand, it has
also raised concerns about land grabs and the displacement of local
farmers.
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Challenges and Opportunities

Brautigam's book identifies several challenges and opportunities
associated with China's involvement in Africa's agricultural sector. These
include:

= Land grabs and displacement: There have been concerns that
Chinese companies are acquiring large tracts of land in Africa, often at
the expense of local farmers. This can lead to displacement, loss of
livelihoods, and social unrest.

= Environmental degradation: The expansion of commercial
agriculture can lead to deforestation, soil erosion, and water pollution.
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This can have negative impacts on the environment and local
communities.

= Lack of local ownership: In some cases, Chinese companies have
been accused of not investing in local communities or developing local
capacity. This can limit the long-term benefits of Chinese investment.

= Opportunities for investment and development: China's
involvement in Africa's agricultural sector can also provide
opportunities for investment and development. Chinese companies
can bring capital, technology, and expertise to help boost agricultural
productivity and create jobs.

= Increased market access: China's growing demand for food can
provide African farmers with access to new markets and higher prices
for their products.

Prospects for the Future

The future of China-Africa food security cooperation is uncertain. Brautigam
argues that the success of this partnership will depend on a number of
factors, including:

= The ability to address the challenges of land grabs, displacement, and
environmental degradation.

=  The willingness of Chinese companies to invest in local communities
and develop local capacity.

= The ability of African governments to create a conducive environment
for investment and development.



= The development of regional and global cooperation mechanisms to
promote sustainable agricultural development.

Brautigam concludes that China-Africa food security cooperation has the
potential to be a win-win partnership. However, it is essential that all
stakeholders work together to address the challenges and maximize the
opportunities.

Deborah Brautigam's book, "Will Africa Feed China?," provides a
comprehensive and insightful analysis of the complex and evolving
relationship between China and Africa in the realm of food security. The
book offers valuable insights into the challenges and opportunities
presented by this partnership, and it will be essential reading for anyone
interested in the future of food security in Africa and beyond.
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